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Public  dijgufting  ACts  are  feldom  praflifed  by  the  A  M  B I T  I O  U  S  at  the 
*«  beginning  of  their  defigns  ;  fuch  conduO:  ftlen&s  and  difcourlges  the 
5‘  WEAK,  and  the  W  IC  KED’  who  would  otherwife  have  been  their 
u  advocates  or  accomplices .  It  is' of  great  conference,  -to  allow  thofe 
(e  who,  upon  any  account,  are  inclined  to  favour  them,  fomethingfpi 
u  clous*  to  fay  in  their  defence,  that  their  power  may  be  fully  eftabliftied 

The  celebrated  Farmer’s  Letters. 
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GENTLE  M  E  N, 

-  *'■  V  *  * 
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A  N  D 


FELLOW-CITIZENS 

A  V I N  G  obferved  with  pleafure,  that 
the  feveral  pieces  laid  before  the  pub¬ 
lic,  under  the  iignature  of  a  Philadel¬ 
phian,  and  my  former  addrefs  to  my  Fellow- 
Citizens,  have  excited  their  attention  to  the 
fubject  of  thole  papers,  and  from  the  intre¬ 
pid  and  legal,  yet  decent  oppolition  given  by 
many  worthy  inhabitants  to  the  attempt  of 
the  corporation,  by  removing  the  Hones  pro¬ 
vided  to  erect  fhamhles  in  High-Street,  and 
the  approbation  which  has  generally  been  ma- 
nifeHed  by  the  citizens  to  the  removal  of  thole 
incumbrances,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  the  Hate 
of  facts,  with  the  obfervations  thereon,  which 
have  been  laid  before  you,  have  removed, 
every  fcruple  which  you  had  in  your  minds 
with  refpeft  to  the  right  of  the  corporation,  to 
occupy  the  Hreets  with  any  kind  of  buildings,, 
and  convinced  you  that  their  motives  are 
purely  lucrative,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  rail¬ 
ing  a  revenue  out  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
city,  contrary  to  the  very  fpirit  of  our  molt 
valuable  conflkuticn ;  And  as  there  h  ave  been 

fome 


■H 


r  t 
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‘  < 

lom_  pains  taken  to  mifreprefent  tne  nftions 
ox  thole  of  my  fellow-citizens,  who  have  now 
daied  to  ltep  forth  and  ftem  the  torrent  of 
corporation  incroachments,  at  the  rifk  of 
their  perfonal  liberty  and  part  of  their  for¬ 
tunes,  I  fhall  therefore  give  a  brief  detail  of 
their  proceedings  in  oppofing  the  corporati¬ 
on  from  the  beginning,  till  the  removal  of 
the  bones  they  provided  to  build  with,  that 
every  prejudice  which  might  arife  againit 
tnem,  from  fuch  miifeprefentations,  may  be 
obviated  and  removed. 

Ve  r  y  early  atter  the  intention  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  to  build  fhambles,  was  made  known, 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  waited  on  the  mayor  of  the  city,  with 
a  1  emonftrance,  figned  by  divers  inhabitants, 
to  the  following  effect,  viz. 

To  the  Major,  Recorder ,  &c.  of  Philadelphia. 

T  he  R  e  mo  ns  t  r  ance  of  divers  Inhabitants 

of  the  laid  City, 

“  Refpedlfully  Iheweth, 

^  A  Ti  A  T  the  Mayor  being  applied  to. 

was  plealed  to  give  information, 
that  a  committee  of  alfembly  acquainted 
“  your  board,  that  the  houfe  refolved,  the 
want  ox  a  Ratable  place  to  hold  a  market, 
is  a  public  grievance,  and  had  recom- 
mended  the  lame  to  your  conlideration, 

“  and 
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ti 


and  in  confequence  thereof  you  had  agreed- 
“  to  ereft  flails  for  a  market  in  the  middle  of 
“  High-Street,  between  Third  and  Fourtfi- 
“  Streets.” 

‘  We  were  greatly  concerned  upon  hear- 
‘  ing  your  determination, — conceiving  that 
‘  all  the  llreets  of  the  city  were  public  high¬ 
ways,  and  ihoald  for  ever  continue  as  they 
were  laid  out  and  regulated :  And  as  High- 
Street  on  account  of  it’s  breadth  apd  moil 
‘  direct  pafiage  from  the  Weftward  into  th 
4  city,  induced  feme  of  us  the  purchafers  of 
4  lots  bounded  thereon,  to  give  an  extraordi- 
4  nary  price,  proportioned  to  the  advantages 
6  of  fituation,  reatoiiably  expecting  that  it 


w 

r 


would  remain  open,  and  free  from  incroach- 
‘  ments  :  That  part  of  the  faid  High-Street; 
4  being  already  incumbered  by  the  butchers 
4  fliambles,  the  many  advantages  of  a  com- 
4  modulus  ftreet  are  greatly  obftruefed,  and 
4  the  continuation  of  ihambles  W  eftward  will 
‘  abridge  many  of  us  of  the  liberties  we  now 
4  have,  and  apprehend  wTe  are  legally  entitled 

4  to.’ 

•  4  An  i>  altho’  we  are  fenfible  that  in  fome 
4  cafes,  particular  interefts  give  way  to  public 
4  benefits,  as  that,  in  London  the  govern- 
4  ment  therej*  Upon  application  made,  remove 
4  long  eftablifhed  dwellings  (making  fa tis fac¬ 
tion  for  the  damage)  in  order  to  widen  and 
ftraiten  ftreets  for  the  great  advantages  of 

health,  paffage,  light  and  air.  Yet  as  our 

city 
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city  is  now  remarkable  fox'  the  regulai'ity  of 
it  s  plaix  and  breadth  of  fome  of  the  ftreets 
we  apprehend  the  reducing  that  breadth  and 
depriving  the  inhabitants  of  the  advanta¬ 
ges  they  enjoy,  will  overbalance  all  the  be¬ 
nefits  now  intended,  and  create  a  greater 
grievance  than  they  remove.  We  do  there¬ 
fore  earneftly  requeft  that  you  will  fully 
t  conhder  die  many  i nconvenit  ncies  that  will 
t  a_ccrue  from  the  incumbring  the  ftreets  of  the 
city,  and  decline  your  prefent  intention  of 
t  e^eamg  Gambles  therein.  In  hopes  that 
,  raay°r  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of 
1  hiladelphia,  influenced  by  motives  of  rio-ht 

and  impartial  juftice,  will  take  further  time 

£  t0  conhder  of  this  matter,  and  appoint  fome 

t  more  fuitable  place  to  hold  a  market,  and 

<  ]l]crehy  prefcrve  inviolably ,  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  citizens/ 

v\re  are  with  much  refpect, 

your  real  friends. 

In  this  remonltrance  the  inhabitants  have 
a  .  ted,  not  only  the  injury  which  their  own 
private  eftates  would  iiiitain,  if  the  lhambles 
were  built  in  High-Street,  but  the  rights  of 
",  C  Pcopk  in  general ,  and  couch’d  in  terms 
the  leaf!  offenhve  poihble,  as  thev  were  defi- 
Tous  of  maintaining  a  friendly  intercourfe 
with  the  corporation,  and  peace  and  tran¬ 
quillity  in  the  city :  Yet  fo  little  regard  was 
paic  to  t  e  remondrance,  by  the  corporati- 

on. 
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on,  that  they  relolved  to  go  on  with  the 
building,  in  the  molt  precipitate  manner. 
Workmen  were  employed,  and  materials  were 
collecting  for  the  purpofe  :  This  was  the  oc- 
ealion  of  renewed  concern  to  fome  of  thole 
inhabitants  under  whofe  eye  it  was  more  im¬ 
mediately  tranfaCted  j  and  living  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  mayor,  they  had  fre¬ 
quent  opportunities  of  converting  with  him, 
at  which  times  the  fubftance  of  the  remon- 
itrance  was  frequently  recommended  to  his 
notice :  And  as  the  Father  of  the  city,  and 
Guardian  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  citizens,  he  was  folicited  to  intereft  him- 
felf  on  their  behalf.  Moreover  it  was  propof- 
ed  to  him,  to  defer  the  buildings  until  the 
next  meeting  of  our  General  Atfembly,  when 
application  would  be  made  to  them,  by  the 
iigners  of  the  remonltrance,  for  to  provide  a 
fuitable  place  to  hold  a  market,  and  that  they 
had  hopes  to  fucceed  in  their  application,  and 
in  the  mean  time  to  open  a  fubfeription,  and 
contribute  generoufly  to  accomplifh  that 
defign.  Notwithstanding  this  requeft,  the 
moft  equitable  and  reasonable  that  could 
have  been  made  or  fuggefted,  yet  it  was  re¬ 
jected  'with  equal  objlinacy  as  the  former,  and 
they  were  informed  that  the  corporation  were 
determined  to  ereCt  lhambles  in  the  laid 
itreet. 

Finding  that  any  application  to  the  cor¬ 
poration  would  be  ineffectual  ;  after  difcul- 

fing 
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xmg  the  matter  in  a  cool  and  difpaflionate 

Vaiioncyf  c<?nfldering  -what  a  flagrant  in- 
and  Pm*  °^‘1  .liberties,  luch  an  attempt  was 
tl  pertinacious  the  corporation  were  of 

the  to  occupy  the  ftreets  to  wife  a  re~ 

^  out  of  the  people,  it  animated  d^m 

'  a  refmution  to  perfevere  in  giving  it  an 

Sfe  fo  far  »  •»  coniiiienc  with  the 
£  lef  c°untry,  the  rights  of  Englifh- 

!  ’  ,a.nd  tlie  Peace  and  fecurity  of  their  fel¬ 

low-citizens  }  and  left  they  flnould  have  form- 

td  an  erroneous-  opinion  refpeding  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  the  corporation,  and  the  rights  of  the 
^  wizens,  they  concluded  to  take  the  advice  of 
^eial  ot  the  molt  eminent  council  in  law, 
a  the  city,  who  were  difinterefted,  and  to 

thernr1  tJlemfclves  accordingly ;  agreeable 
'  hei  eto,  they  have  had  frequent  conferences 

with  them  and  i  believe  no  pains  has  been 

,ffref  to  quePdon  thoroughly,  there- 

uk  of  which  has  fully  fatisfied  the  people, 

if,  an  °PP°fition  is  not  only  legal  and  jufti- 
habie,  Tut  alio  their  duty ;  for  the  lawyers 
have  allured  them  that  the  corporation  live 

ao  1  lounded  either  on  charter,  laws 
or  cuitorn,  to  fupport  them  in  building  of 
•  tumbles  m  any  ftreet  of  this  city  ;  but  on 
the  contrary,  have  pointed  cut  'feme  laws 
wmch  limit  and  retrain  their  power  in  this 
and  fey  era  1  other  inflances  :  This  is  the  pur- 

porc  oi  their  opinion,  it  being  too  long  to  in- 
fert  the  whole.  ° 
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Notwithstanding  the  unfuccefsful  re¬ 
ception  their  former  applications  to  the  may¬ 
or  and  corporation  have  met  with  ;  yet  to 
guard  againft  the  fmallefh  occafion  of  cenfure, 
and  unwilling  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of 
the  citizens  unnecelTarily,  by  adopting  any 
meafures  which  in  their  confequences  might 
afford  the  moil  remote  occafion  to  any  tumults, 
or  large  gatherings  of  the  people  :  Therefore 
they  waited  on  the  mayor,  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  amicable  petition,  in  hopes,  that  by  re- 
coiif  dering  the  matter,  the  corporation  might 
be  influenced  by  the  fame  laudable  motives  to 
promote  peace  and  harmony  in  the  city,  and 
condefcend  to  yield  to  ‘the  propofals-  contain¬ 
ed  therein,,  and  if  in  this  inftance  they  Should 
be  rejected,  they  concluded  that  if  the  obfti- 
nacy  of  the  corporation  fhould  make  it  necef- 
fary  for  the  people  to  adopt  forcible  meafures, 
the  confequences  mull  lay  upon  them, — and 
to  their  confciences, — their  qualifications,  and 
their  fellow-citizens,  they  mull  ftand  ac¬ 
countable. - Here  follows  the  petition. 

m  %  •  I 

To  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty,  of  the 

City  of  Philadelphia, 

TNF  OR.  MAT  I  ON  being  given  us  that  the 
A  mayor  and  commonalty  have  agreed  to 
build  flails  or  fhambies  in  High-Street,  be¬ 
tween  Third  and  Fourth  Streets,  and  cbferv- 
ing  feme  provision  already  made  for  carrying 

the 
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the  fame  into  execution,  we  the  fubfcribers, 
on  behalf  of  ourfelves  and  our  fellow-citizens, 
think  need i ary  to  inform  the  mayor  and  com¬ 
monalty,  that  we  have  confulted  able  council  at 
law,  refpecbng  the  meafure,  who  have  given 
to' 'us  their  opinion  that  the  mayor  and  com¬ 
monalty  have  no  legal  right  to  erect  ftalls  in 
any  of  the  ftreets  of  this  city.  Therefore  we 
cannot  content  thereto,  and  being  your  fel¬ 
low-citizens,  defir  on  s  of  promoting  and  main¬ 
taining  harmony  and  concord  zuith  emery  branch 
of  the  community ,  do  requeft  the  mayor  and 
commonalty  will  agree  to  have  the  cafe  tried 
at  law,  by  admitting  an  amicable  fuit  to  be 
brought  for  that  purpoie,  and  that  the  build- 

ing  of  the  {falls  may  be  deferred  until  the 
ftut  be  determined. 

We  are,  on  behalf  of  ourfelves 

and  our  fellow-citizens, 
your  friends. 

Philadelphia ,  31  May,  17^3. 


Contrary  to  the  expectations  of  the  pe¬ 
titioned  to,  when  they  waited  on  the  mayor  he 
gave  them  no  reafoo  to  expecl.  he  would  call 
a  meeting  of  the  corporation  to  lay  the  peti¬ 
tion  before  them,  declaring  that  he  could  not 
do  it  continent  with  his  duty  ;  and  at  the 
lame  time  gave  them  to  underhand  that  the 
mat  lei  oi  me  petition  had  been  fully  oonfr- 
dered  at  a  farmer  meeting  of  the  corporation, 

and 
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and  they  had  come  to  a  refult  which  could 
not  be  altered.  On  which  they  informed  the 
mayor,  that  their  prefent  requeft  had  not 
been  made  before  :  Thus  they  were  in  a  fitu- 
ation  peculiarly  hard,  their  rights  were  to  be 
infringed  by  a  body  to  whom  they  had  no  ac- 
cefs  by  petition,  to  have  the  propriety  and 
juftice  of  their  claims  examined  into.  One 
of  the  greateft  grievances,  or  infults  offered 
to  a  free  people  is,  for  even  the  king  upon  his 
throne,  to  ihut  up  the  avenues  to  his  royal 
prefence  by  petition,  contrary  to  Magna 
Charta,  and  inconfiftent  with  an  equal  diftri- 
bution  of  juftice,  but  for  the  corporation  to 
exclude  the  complaints  of  their  fellow-citizens 
by  petition,  mull  difcover  (if  I  may  be  allow¬ 
ed  the  expreffion)  a  degree  of  arrogance  un¬ 
becoming  their  rank,  the  illegality  oj  their 
proceedings  and  badnefs  of  their  caufe.  Here 
my  friends  you  will  be  apt  to  conclude,  that 
all  treaty  was  at  an  end,  and  that  aftes  fiicli 
reiterated  denials,  an  acftive  oppolition  was 
immediately  commenced  ;  but  the  petitioners 
yet  unwilling  to  involve  themfelves  and  their 
fellow-citizens  in  a  contention  with  the  cor¬ 
poration,  waited  the  return  of  the  Recorder 
from  York-Town,  being  in  hopes  that  their 
petition  would  meet  a  more  favourable  recep¬ 
tion  from  him,  accordingly  after  his  return 
to  the  city,  fome  of  them  prefented  the  petiti¬ 
on  to  him,  and  a  meeting  of  the  corporation 
coming  on  in  two  or  three  days  after,  it  was 
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laid  before  them ;  at  the  board  it  met  a  firfii- 

remonftrance  :  X  lie  petition 
was  not  complied  with,  and  they  reiblved  to 
profecute  the  blinding,  dims  all  the  endea¬ 
vours  of  the  petitioners  to  have  the  difpute 
bi  ought  to  an  amicable  and  legal  lfliie,  prov¬ 
ed  abortive;  again  they  had  recourfe  to  their 
attornies  for  advice  how  to  proceed  in  the  op¬ 
position^-  with  the  leaft  danger  of  producing 
any  difturb^pce  ;  their  advice  has  been  lite- 
ra%  purfued,  with  a  firm  refolution  to  offend 


none  of  die  inhabitants,  or  to  contemn  any 

legal  authority,  or  infill t  the  perlons  of  the 

magiftrates  while  in  the  difeharee  of  their 
duty. 

Iii  this  relation  of  faffs,  I  believe  the  may— 
01  and  iccorder  will  allow,  that  I  have  maiii- 
felted  a  ftricff  regard  to  candour  and  truth  • 
hence  you  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  petitioners  proceedings ;  and  muft 
Wledge  that  thro’  the  whole  of  this  difa- 
gi  ^eable  oppofiticn,  they  have  fteadily  pur— 
liied  the  fame  plan,  not  to  difturb  the  tran¬ 
quillity  o  f  the  city  or  offend  any  member  of  the 
corporation,  as  they  hope  to  cultivate  the  fame 
harmony  with  them  in  future,  which  has 
fubfifted  for  feveral  years  pad.  Notwith¬ 
standing,  fo  long  as  the  corporation  perf  ft  in 
their  attempt  to  carry  on  the  building,  folely 
with  a  view  to  raife  a  tax  on  the  inhabitant/, 
and  thereby  increafe  a  fund  which  will  in 
°mc  become  dangerous  to  our  conftitution,  I 
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have  no  doubt  fo  long  will  a  firm,  refoltite, 
and  intrepid  opposition  be  given  to  them. 
But  fhould  the  corporation  build  the  market 
by  act  of  General  Afiembly  to  be  provided  for 
that  purpofe,  and  agree  to  be  accountable  to 
the  public  for  thd  revenues  arifing  from  all 
the  ftalls,  and  appropriate  them  to  fome  pub¬ 
lic  ufe,  then  fhoulcl  all  reffiftance  ceafe ; 

Our /words  / hall  hr  beat  into  plough  fhares ,  and 
our  J'pears  into  pruning  hooks. - - 


I  shall  conclude  this  addrefs  to  my  fel¬ 
low-citizens  with  a  few  cool  thoughts 
upon  the  prefent  defign  of  the  corporation  to 
erecl  ft,  ambles  in  the  ilreet  of  this  city ;  that 
they  have- no  legal  right  fo  to  do,  I  believe 
will  be  almoll  univerially  allowed  except  by*  a 
few  of  the  “  weak”  and  inconfiderate,  or 
the  interested,  and  many  of  then*,  find¬ 


ing  the  O  ftdl  JL  efs  of  the  caufe  which  they  had, . 
perhaps,  inconfiderately  adopted,  are  daily 
brought  over  to  the  fide  of  the  oppofition,  in 
which  almod  every  virtuous  good  man  in  the 
city  feeins  to  be  intepefled ;  and  I  am-  credibly* 
in  formed ,  his  honour  the  G  o  v ernor ,  (w hole 
adminiftration  has  been  peculiarly  diftin- 
guifhed  for  juftice,  lenity,  and  public  fjpirit) 
does  not  approve  the  meafurei  How  hady  then 


mud  the  corporation  be,  after  fiich  repeat¬ 
ed  inftances  of  the  difapprobation  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  to  perfift  in  the  attempt,  efpecially. 


as 


y 
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as  they  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  infufficien- 
cy  of  their  right.  Their  hopes  of  being  able 
to  carry  it  through,  mult  depend  upon  an  ex¬ 
pectation  of  alarming  the  fears  of  numbers  of 
the  citizens,  by  working  upon  their  paffions 
to  influence  their  judgment  ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe  many  reports  have  been  propagated,  like 
a  tub  thrown  out  to  a  whale,  to  divert  them 
from  the  principal  object. — Reports  which, 
when  cooly  examined  into,  will  appear  as 
ridiculous  and  futile,  as  their  attempt  to  build 
the  market  mud  prove.  One  of  which,  that 
feems  to  operate  mod  with  many  people  is, 
that  if  they  have  no  right  to  build  the  addi¬ 
tional  market,  and  are  prevented  from  doing 
it,  all  the  reft  fhall  come  down,  and  a  mar- 
ket-houfe  fhall  be  built  at  the  center  fquare, 
which  was  allotted  for  that  purpofe,  and  the 
market  held  there. — How  credulous  muff 
rhofe  be  who  can  fwallow  fuch  a  bait !  Have 
you  ever  difcovered  in  the  corporation  fuch 
a  difregard  to  money,  as  to  make  you  be¬ 
lieve  they  would-  throw  down  thofe 
fliambles  already  erected,  from  which  they 
have  an  income  of  £.  396  yearly?  when  this 
event  takes  place,  1  fhall  alter  my  political 
creed  with  ref  peel  to  that  body  ; — but  let  us 
allow,  that  it  be  poflible  for  the  leopard  to 
change  his  fpots,  and  the  Ethiopean  his  fkin, 
and  that  corporation,  from  their  prefen  t  fedu- 
lous  attempt  to  encreafe  their  yearly  income, 
fhould  fuddenly  change  their  principles,  re¬ 
nounce 


/ 


liounce  L  lie  1 1  ambitious  anci  avaritious  ichcirtes, 
and  pull  down  the  prelent  market ;  yet  they 
have  not,  neither  by  the  charter  nor  any  laws, 
any  authority  to  prevent  the  people  from  fel¬ 
ling  the  produce  of  the  country  in  any  part  of 
the  city,  or  of  the  province :  Any  man  may, 
if  he  thinks  proper,  let  outhishoufe  or  yard, 
to  any  farmer  or  butcher,  to  vend  their  meat 
or  produce  in,  this  privilege  is  confirmed  to 
us  previous  to  the  time  that  the  mayor  and. 
commonalty  were  incorporated,  and  had  it 
been  in  the  power  of  the  corporation,  they 
would  have  hindered  the  country  people  long' 
ago  from  holding  a  market,  and  of  felling 
their  produce  in  Second-ftreet,  about  Race- 
ftreet  corner ;  this  matter  has  been  frequently 
confidered  at  their  board,  but  they  are  fen- 
fible  they  have  no  power  to  re  ft  r  let  it:  Since 
this  is  the  cafe,  let  the  corporation  build  their 
market  at  the  center  fquare,  and  they  may, 
if  they  pleafe,  by  charter,  appoint  two  days 
in  the  week  for  holding  a  market  there,  but 

no  perfon  would  occupy  it, - unlefs  fem; 

dependant  or  interefted  people  : — However, 
it  can  hardly  be  believed  that  our  afiembly 
would  refufe  to  make  provifion  of  a  fuitable 
and  convenient  place  to  hold  a  public  mar¬ 
ket,  where  the  country  people,  as  well  as 
the  butchers  might  be  accommodated;  but 
leaft  an  application  to  the  aflembly  for  that 
purpofe  fhould  not  fucceed,  a  fubfeription 
paper  is  preparing  for  to  purchafe  the  lot 

where 
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where  the  goal  and  workhoufe  now  fland,  for 
building  a.  market-houfe  on,  and  numbers 
have  already  agreed  to  fubfcribe  largely 
thereto. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  my  fellow-citizens, 
on  cooly  confidering  what  has  been  advanced 
will  fee  the  neceffity,  and  approve  the  con- 
du<5l  of  thofe  of  the  inhabitants  who  have 
been  abtive  in  the  oppofition,  and  when  • 
Pennfylvaniaris  are  once  convinced,  their  can 
be  no  duplicity  in  their  conduct ,  a  fervile 
flavifli  fpirit  is  not  their  portion ;  therefore 
I  trull  the  opponents  cannot  fail  to  have 
your  countenance  and  alliftance. 


,  i  our  friend  and  humble  lervant. 


ANDREW  MARVELL. 


Philadelphia,  } 
June  1 8,  1773.  5 
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